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What is claimed is: 

^ $ 7 x \ A method o£ assigning a user to a network chat 

2 room, the Lt room for distributing messages received from 

3 chat room mlmbers to other chat room members, the method 

4 comprising: \ 
determining television programming viewed by a 

network user kt a networked device; and 

assigning the network user to a chat room 
corresponding^ the determined television programming. 

1 2 The\ method of claim 1, wherein determining 

2 comprises determining based on a channel tuned to by the 

3 networked device 

, 3. The m\(hk°£ ^ aim Whereln netW ° rked 

\A v,™r 1-hat receives television 

2 device comprises Msej^top box that recex 

3 programming . \ 

! 4. The method of claim 1, wherein the network 

2 comprises the Internet. 



5 The method of claim 1, wherein the chat room 
comprises a chat rool for a particular television show. 



3. 6. The methodU claim 1, wherein the chat room 

2 comprises a chat room Vor a particular network. 

, 7 The method \ claim 1, further comprising 

2 receiving a message from\a network user assigned to the chat 

3 room and distributing th\ received message to other chat 



room members 
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8. \The method of claim 1, further comprising 
determining\whether to assign a person to a chat room. 



9. Trie method of claim 8, wherein determining 
whether to ass\gn comprises determining how recently the 
user was last assigned to a chat room. 

A method of assigning a user to a chat room, 

the methold comprising: 

providing a user interface that displays television 

programming* 

transmitting identification of the television 

programming tV a network server; and 

presenting a chat room that includes messages 
received by thl network server by other users viewing the 
same television Wogramming . 



\ he method of claim 10, wherein transmitting 
2 identifications comprises transmitting a channel number. 



12. The\ method of claim 10, wherein transmitting 
identification comprises transmitting a television network 
identifier. 



! 13. The metihod of claim 1, wherein transmitting 

2 identification compAses transmitting an identifier of a 

3 particular television\ program, 



comprises 




The method of claim 1, wherein transmitting 
ansmitting in response to a change of channel 
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15. Tttie method of claim 1, wherein transmitting 
comprises transmitting in response to user interaction with 
a user interface^ element . 

16. A system for assigning a person to a chat room, 

the system comprising: 

server software resident on a network server, the 

software including: ^ 

Lons for distributing messages received 
by chat room members Vith other chat room members; 

instructions for providing chat rooms 
corresponding to different television programming; and 
instructions for 

determining the television programming 
tuned to by a networked \evice that receives television 

programming ; and 

assigning a network user using the set -top 

box to a chat room based o\ the determined television 

programming; and; 

client software residing on a networked device, the 

client software including 

instructions for\ transmitting identification of 
the television programming be^ng displayed by the networked 

set -top box; and 

instructions for displaying chat room messages 

submitted by other chat room members 



computer program, disposed on a computer 

2 readable me Am, for assigning a user to a network chat 

3 room, the chatXroom for distributing messages received from 

4 chat room membeVs to other chat room members, the program 

5 including instructions for causing a processor to: 
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sy*V I determine television programming viewed by a network 

7 user at a networked device ; and 

8 assW the network user to a chat room corresponding 

9 to the determined television programming. 



9 
10 



K S. A computer program, disposed on a computer 
readable Yedium, for assigning a user to a chat room, the 
)program including instructions for causing a processor to: 
provide a user interface that displays television 

programming, 

transmit identification of the television 

programming td a network server; and 

presentAa chat room that includes messages received 
by the network server by other users viewing the same 
television programming. 
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